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WELCOME MESSAGE—NQ BRANCH PRESIDENT
With another successful season completed North Queensland branch has seen some significant milestones being
completed ,60th Anniversary of Ellis Beach SLSC and receiving Surf Life Saving Queensland Club of the Year, Jenny Anderson
receiving the Queensland Surf Life Saving Andy Frizzell award and the official opening for the completion of stage two of the
Cairns supporters club building.
Following a Membership Forum in March 2017 the branch council and executive set in motion a targeted strategy to increase
the total membership of the North Queensland Branch, to achieve this goal, significant key areas were identified being,
marine environment, public perception of our movement and member satisfaction, with the expertise of Jason Wynberg and
Lis Ingles we have had a positive start to our season.
We also had a successful Administrators workshop held at the branch office with 17 attending. Presenters for the work were
Mr. Jeff Sparkes SLSQ, Yvette Rutherford SLSA, Toni McCulloch SLSQ Branch Administrator, Alana Witt Director of
Administration and IT. Comments from the workshop were very positive, and with the detail of the information presented,
another workshop has been requested for the start of next season.
Our Director of Finance, Bob Masters on behalf of the branch thank you, for your ongoing commitment and dedication for
keeping the branch finances on budget, while assisting the branch club treasurers on the procedural requirements. Being
mindful there are still the added pressures of spiralling costs and membership support, if we wish to continue we have to
explore other avenues for revenue, a responsible approach to the budgeting process in the 2018/2019 season is paramount.
Future Planning









Administrators workshop 2019
Safety officers course
Membership direction review
Governance and induction review
Branch treasurers attending the Financial Summit August 2018
Open forum on decreasing burn out of membership
Weekly planning meetings with State Regional Branch Manager
Queensland Sport & Recreation northern region forum

Visitations





State Board committee member Ralph Devlin to discuss the progress of the Centre of Excellence
State Board member Kaitlyn Akers (Ellis Beach 60th anniversary)
State council meeting June 2018
State Presidents forum June 2018

Lifesaving
Thank you to the dedicated North Queensland branch, assessors and trainers, club captains, chief training officers, members
for their assistance over the past year for keeping the North Queensland lifesaving standards at a high level.
Lifesaving education services have been active in presenting our core awards, necessary for our members to patrol our
beaches.
Special mention to Mike Stevens and Annabel Grant and their committees, with the assistance of SLSQ Training Academy we
have seen a steady flow of lifesaving courses and awards completed, with assessors and trainers near burn out, being of great
concern to the viability of the North Queensland Branch.
The branch education training calendar has been down loaded onto the branch web site, I urge clubs to add there training
programs and club events to allow the branch to plan and support each other.
Future Planning
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Future Planning

Crocodile education seminars for members by QP&WS

Marine stinger education seminars for members, public and tourist originations by James Cook University

Drone education by SLSQ

Expansion of safer waterways programs

Joint Education programs with North Barrier Branch

Indigenous education programs
Participation

Champion lifesaver & first aid training supported by SLSQ

SLSQ award training

Members award training

Water safety Cairns Ironman and Green Island swim

Crocodile education seminars for members and lifeguards by QP&WS

Marine Stinger Forum at Mission Beach

Drone training and education program

Discussions with TAFE and Go Clubs re Aboriginal & Torris training safer water ways programs
I would like to personally thank Mike Stevens for his service to the State, Branch and Clubs, as he has always gone the extra
mile to assist clubs in all lifesaving needs, we will miss you and wish you the best for the future in being a lifesaver grand
parent on the Sunshine Coast
Media & Marketing
Following the membership forum in March 2017 the branch was fortunate to gain the services of Jason Wynberg who has
extensive media and marketing experience. Jason embarked on several projects to improve the public’s perception and
media exposure of lifesaving in North Queensland. Unfortunately, Jason had to relinquish his position due to family
commitments, on behalf of North Queensland Branch I would like to thank you for your efforts
On Jason’s suggestion we approached Liz Inglis and with the support from the SLSQ Media & Marketing Department we have
been able to successfully engage the local media.
Participation

Anzac Day wreath laying and parade regimental banners

Cairns Campus Tafe expo

Participation in the Women in Law & Enforcement parade

SLSQ Little lifesaver programs proudly supported by the Cairns Regional Council via their social media outlets have
been very successful

Cairns biggest sign on day where “Sandy the dog” stole the day and received extensive media and television coverage

Participated in the disabilities week activities

SOS state participation

Great Baton Race Commonwealth Games, parade of honour activities at Palm cove

Raising of the flags for the commencement of North Queensland patrol season, attended by the Minister of Fire and
Emergency Services Mr Craig Crawford and Mr Brett Olds Division 9 councillor Cairns Regional Council

Councillor Cairns Regional Council

Come and try weekends 14th & 21st April with support from the Cairns Regional Council for the availability of the
Lagoon Precent and their social media outlets have been very successful with 60 families attending over the both days

Social media member interviews

Branch common sign on day

117 New families joined

Memorial Day
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Surf Sports
Special mention to Rachael Wynberg and her hard-working surf sports committees for organising another the successful surf
sports program.
During the season North Queensland has participated as either a branch team or as clubs in the following events

State Pool Rescue Championships

North Australian Championships

Queensland Country team

Queensland Youth Championships

Level 1 officials course

Level 2 officials course

Training of competitors, coaches, age managers, swimming, board, beach and pool rescue training by Malinda Jackson
and support team from SLSQ

Finalising a surf boat safety and training
Branch Junior team congratulations and thank you to Alex Rogers and Rachael Wynberg and their team for another successful
competition held this year at Alexander Headlands SLSC, from the reports the location suited most of our competitors with
many personal bests being performed. Thank you to the SLSQ and Cairns Regional Council for supporting the team, without
there support the competitors would not have experienced the friendships and competition which brings out the best in our
members
Youth & Membership
Congratulations again to Annabel and Fiona Grant and their committee for the first joint North Queensland and North Barrier
branch Youth camp.
The committee were able to gain the services of Des Kerr Member Services Manager SLSQ the quest presenter and Catherine
Jacomos Regional Development Officer NQ for the camp, focusing on the key areas of leadership, communication, membership, retention and direction of lifesaving in North Queensland.
Following the success of this and our previous years, the combined youth camp is to be held in the North Barrier Branch area,
dates and location are being reviewed and placed on both the branch calendar for the 2018-19 season.
Anzac Day
The Cairns Branch of the RSL, invited North Queensland Branch Lifesavers to participate in the 100th Anzac anniversary of the
completion of WW1, to carry the parade regimental banners, as for previous years this is a tremendous honour bestowed
upon our movement to participate and to show respect and recognition of those who given so much for Australia, for the
following generations to come “LEST WE FORGET”
Memorial Day
The Memorial Day service was held at Etty Bay SLSC in the presence of the Honourable Minister for Emergency Services &
Fire Mr. Craig Crawford, CCRC Councillor Mr. Ben Heath, Mr Rob Davidson North Queensland Manager SLSQ, Mr. Ray Fien
Junior Activities Officer SLSQ, Ms Nicole Palmer, Member Services SLSQ, Mr Mike Stevens Director of Lifesaving, Mr. Brian
McElhinney President of Etty Bay SLSC, Life Members and members of Etty Bay SLSC. With Etty Bay SLSC surf boat crew laying
a wreath in respect for the members of lifesaving and the public who have passed over the year either in open water,
beaches or inland waterways.
In closing I would like to sincerely give thanks to the North Queensland SLSQ regional staff, Rob Davidson, Toni McCulloch, Jay
March for their contributions to the operation of the North Queensland Branch, branch councillors and executive and the
members of North Queensland branch clubs, assessors, trainers, coaches, officials and age managers for their valued support.
Finally, to Mark Fife SLSQ President, State Councillors, SLSQ Staff and Board for their assistance furthering North Queensland
Branch.
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PATRON AND OFFICERS
PATRON—John Menico OAM
PRESIDENT—Graeme Boothe Ellis
Beach SLSC
DEPUTY PRESIDENT—Fiona Grant
Cairns SLSC
TREASURER Bob Masters – Ellis
Beach SLSC
NTH QLD REGIONAL MANAGER
Rob Davidson – SLSQ North
Queensland Branch
ADMINISTRATOR
Toni McCulloch SLSQ North
Queensland Branch
COUCIL MEMBERS
Steve Pollard: Port Douglas SLSC
Brett Olds- Ellis Beach SLSC
Adrian Davies– Roe - Cairns SLSC
Brian McElhinney - Etty Bay SLSC
Malcolm Davison—Mission Beach
SLSC
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
President—Graeme Boothe
Deputy President—Fiona Grant
Director of Finance—Bob Masters
Director of Lifesaving—Michael
Stevens
Director of Youth & Membership Annabel Grant
Director of Surf Sports: - Rachael
Wynberg
Director of Junior Activities
Alex Rogers
COORDINATORS
Rob Davidson - Regional Manager
Jay March - Lifeguard Supervisor

OFFICERS
John Menico OAM Marine Stinger
Education Cairns/Ellis SLSC’s
Mike Stevens - IRB, Water Safety,
Gear & Equipment, Legal
Ellis Beach SLSC
Annabel Grant—Education Officer
Cairns SLSC
MANAGERS
Alex Rogers – Youth State Team
Cairns SLSC
Rachael Wynberg– Youth State
Team assistant – Ellis Beach SLSC
MERITORIOUS AWARDS &
LIFESAVING SELECTION
COMMITTEE
Michael Stevens - Ellis Beach SLSC
Adrian Davies-Roe - Cairns SLSC
Steve Pollard -Port Douglas SLSC
Brian McElhinney—Etty Bay SLSC
Brett Olds—Ellis Beach SLSC
Malcolm Davison—Mission Beach
SLSC
PATROL INSPECTORS
Brian McElhinney; Etty Bay SLSC
Gary Williams Ellis Beach SLSC
LIFE MEMBERS & HONOURS
COMMITTEE
John Menico- Cairns/Ellis Beach
SLSC
Mike Stevens- Ellis Beach SLSC
Graeme Boothe- Ellis Beach SLSC
Adrian Davis –Roe -Cairns SLSC
LIFE MEMBERS – SLSQ
John Menico (OAM),
Colin Sparkes,
Theo Eldridge,
Robert Brumley,
Ron Pollard,
Mike Stevens
LIFE MEMBERS SLSA
John Menico OAM
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NORTH QUEENSLAND BRANCH
LIFE MEMBERS
1971 *E. Lendic

2009 G. Boothe

1982 R. Pollard

2013 L. Green

1983 T. Eldridge

2015 B. Masters

1989 *P. Edwards
1991 R. Brumley
1992 J. Harris
1992 *S. Rinaudo
1994 J. Menico (OAM)
1994 D. Murray
1995 T. Patane
1998 C. Sparkes
1999 D. McQuillan
2000 M. Libke
2000 F. Mathew
2001 *F. Darveniza
2001 J. Goodman
2004 P. Brougham
2004 J. Cotter
2005 *B. Pollard
2005 J. Curtin
2005 W. Horseford
2006 D. Clifton
2008 M. Stevens

VALE
North Queensland Branch offer our deepest respect and sympathy to the relatives and friends of our
members, who have passed away this year, as well as all members of Surf Life Saving.
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NOTICE OF AGM

Notice is hereby given for the Annual General Meeting of Nth QLD Branch Inc. SLSQ.

WHEN: Saturday 16 June 2018
TIME: 2pm—3pm
WHERE: Cairns Supporters Club—Palm Cove
The business to be conducted at the meeting is as follows:
Meetings of Junior Activities, Board of Surf Sports and Board of Lifesaving were held during the week prior to NQB AGM
The business to be conducted at this meeting will be as follows;
Affiliations of Clubs
Election/appointment of Councillors
Apologies and Alternates
Presentation & adoption of Annual Report & Financial Statements
Election of Officers & appointed Officers
Endorsement of Executive, Board of Surf Sports, Board of Life Saving
Alterations of the Constitution ( if any)
Motions (if any) of which due notice has been given
NQB Branch affiliation with Surf Life Saving Queensland and Surf Life Saving Australia
Announcement of Life Membership Awards
General Business
The Chairperson shall decide the order in which business shall be undertaken
(NQB Presentation Dinner will be held on Saturday 16 June at the Cairns SLSC)

Graeme Boothe
NQB President

9

DEPUTY PRESIDENT
For my second year I took on the role of Deputy President of NQ Branch SLSQ. It is still a steep learning curve but continue to
enjoy it. I would like to thank Graeme Booth and the entire NQ Branch Executive Committee but especially Mike Stevens
whose belief in my abilities and continual advice has again helped make this a very enjoyable year.
I have been continually astounded at all the fabulous work that our members across the Branch have been doing. All our clubs
have been involved in community awareness programs from educating the public on marine animals and beach safety to
programs at our schools. Our members on patrol who proudly wear the iconic red and yellow are looked upon by the public as
very honest and trustworthy who can be relied upon to keep them safe while enjoying our waters.
The Branch would like to thank all our members for the many voluntary hours you have put into the movement over the past
year. These hours do not just include the many hours of patrol but also those spent running BBQs, administrative, coaching,
Age Managing, educating, assessing, officiating, water safety, uniforms etc.. to name just a few. Without all these people our
Clubs and Branch would not be able to exist. Their enthusiasm is what keeps us all coming back year after year.
I am going to attempt to briefly cover some of the great achievements and activities that have occurred over the past year.
In July 2017 SLSQ ran a Senior Officials Course at the NQB Regional Office. We had representatives from 3 clubs attend these
included myself, Adrian Davies Roe, Helen Southwood, Mark Riches and Steven Hennlein from Cairns SLSC, Jesse Witt and
Stuart Turrell from Etty Bay SLSC and Jeremy Kay from Ellis Beach SLSC. Although it took 6 months to complete all the required
paperwork and hand on experience it was very rewarding at the end. It was especially pleasing to see two of our youth under
taking this training.

In August 2017 many of us attended the SLSQ State Awards of Excellence Annual dinner. A number of our members were up
for these awards against some of the top contenders. The calibre of the nominations were inspiring. Again North Queensland
showed we are up there with our southern cousins and we came away with 3 of the top awards. I admit I became a bit teary
when my own niece Harriet Grant got QLD U18 Junior Lifesaver of the Year. Our table further erupted when Jenny Jones from
Etty Bay SLSC won the Andy Frizzell OAM, OBE Trophy for Services to Junior Activities and by the time Ellis Beach took out the
QLD Club of the Year we had all lost our voices.
Congratulations to our winners.
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Surf Sports again was very popular with our members. All the carnivals were very successful and this season Ellis Beach SLSC
hosted our Branch Carnival. We must thank Rachael for her coordination and ensuring that all of our carnivals were run in a
safe and encompassing environment. We congratulate Cairns SLSC for winning overall as well as all our Age Champions. A
huge thanks must go towards our coaches for preparing all our members. All officials and members who did water safety
must also be congratulated for all the time they have given to surf sports.

North Australian Championships at Mackay were again a huge success with a record number of our members being selected
onto the Queensland Country Team. Congratulations to Cairns SLSC for being the champion club. Special mention must be
given to the Cairns Masters Team who still remain undefeated after 16 years.

This year on the Queensland Country Team our own Rachael Wynberg was the Assistant Pool Rescue Coach.. Our members all
performed well and had a great time and experience. This year our own Harriet Grant was named as one of the Team Captains
Congratulations to Alex Rogers and his team for the success that the Youth State Team had down at the State Championships
at Alexander Headlands in February 2018. Our members came back exhausted but with many memories and new friendships.
Organising this team every year is a mammoth task which Alex and his Team Officers handle extremely well. Planning usually
takes a good 6 months and the results and happy faces being the only rewards they want.
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Our thanks go to Rob Davidson who coordinated our first Crocodile Management Course on 25 th October 2017. It was well
attended and was very informative. We all came away with more knowledge and understanding than when we arrived.
I would like to congratulate Annabel for coordinating the first combined NQB and NBB Youth Camp in January 2018. This was
no mean feat and was well attended by both Branches. We had leaders from both Branches who were mentored by our
wonderful Jesse, Kelsie and Keely. Next year NBB will be hosting the combined camp and it should prove to be a great success.
I am a firm believer that as a regional Branch we need to forge strong partnerships with those Branches close to us. These
days resources are low and combining together assists both areas.
In February NQB participated in Cairns Biggest Sign on Day. This was held at the Cairns Convention Centre. Members from
Cairns and Ellis Beach SLSCs helped to promote our movement. This was also our own Sandy the Surf Dog’s first public
appearance. Since then Sandy has been seen at may outings promoting Surf Lifesaving. He is proving a hit and we would like
to thank SLSQ for providing our Branch with our own.

March was a busy time for us. Along with Club AGMs our members also managed to attend some new Courses and workshops. On the 16th Annabel organised Jay March to run a Marine Stingers Course. Trainers from all Clubs were able to attend
and it will then be rolled out in all Clubs this season. This has been a course that has not been run up in NQB for a number of
years so Trainers in all our Clubs are now able to conduct their own Course this will prove to be invaluable. A big
congratulations to Mike and Annabel for getting this up and running. On the 24 th NQB held an Administration Workshop. This
was also well attended. We had SLSQ and SLSA staff attend to educate us on the use of the members portal as well as
surfguard. This workshop was so informative and interesting we all gave up our lunch break to ensure we covered everything.
A big thank you to Alana and Toni who organised this and who came up with a great program. Due to the success we will be
holding another one next year.
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Also in March we were invited to participate in the Baton Relay for the Commonwealth Games. I would like to thank all our
members who participated in this great event. It was such a privilege being asked to participate.

This was our fourth year running that our Youth marched in front of the returned service men and women at the ANZAC Day
March. Our Branch would like to thank the Cairns RSL for bestowing such a privilege onto our Youth. It is a very humbling
experience being part of this day and is obviously very rewarding for our Youth as the same faces come back each year.
I would also like to congratulate and thank Nathan Pullen Cairns SLSC and Tom Quinn Ellis Beach SLSC who represented our
Branch and laid wreaths at the Epitaph during the Dawn Service. They did a fantastic job and were great ambassadors for our
movement.

We again held our Junior Forum at NQ Branch. It was well attended and again very informative. A big thank you to Nicole
Palmer and Freddy Fein for conducting the forum. This year Memorial Day was held at Etty Bay. The weather was beautiful.
Etty Bay SLSC hosted the event. It is very poignant to take time to remember those who have lost their lives in our waters as
well as those members who have passed away. It was very fitting to have the Etty Bay Masters take the wreath out in their
surf boat. I would also like to thank Craig Crawford, Nicole Palmer and Freddy Fein for attending such an important day and
would once again like to thank all our members for helping us towards our mission of “Zero preventable deaths in QLD public
waters”.
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It is with great sadness that we farewell one of our most giving youth members we have had for many years. Jesse Witt has
been a huge role model at his own club Etty Bay as well as for the entire NQ Branch. He never seemed to stop, from being
Club Captain at Etty, officiating at carnivals, assisting with our youth activities, coaching our members in sand events and even
coaching Etty Bay members to a medal in R&R at State. He has also been a leader at all our youth camps as well as being a
mentor leader at State Camps. He is well respected down south and last I heard they were all still fighting as to which Club he
should join. Jesse is only just starting is journey within surf lifesaving and we wish him well in this next adventure. Jesse, I will
miss your friendship and all the laughs we had at the youth camps, you are an inspiration to us all.

We are continually telling our junior members there is no “i” in team. That is even more apparent at Branch level. We all work
with a collaborative approach to achieve our targets. The unsung heroes of this team are our Regional Office Staff. Without
their support the sports events, youth team, youth camp, awards etc would not happen as smoothly and effortlessly as they
do. A very big thank you to Catherine Jacomos, Toni McCulloch and Rob Davidson.

Fiona Grant
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REGIONAL MANAGER
As I reflect on the year that was, I consider where we started and how we are concluding our North Queensland season. I am
encouraged to see positive growth and forward focus with an overcomer can do attitude. Irrespective of the obstacles
encountered I believe the North Queensland Branch and affiliated clubs should be proud of all their achievements.
In September I transitioned from the position of Regional Development Officer to Regional Manager when Col Sparkes
retired. I thank Col for his open, welcoming leadership style and passionate dedication to Surf Life Saving over his time as
Regional Manager. I also acknowledge the support and assistance provided by the NQ Branch and clubs with a special
mention to Graeme Boothe and Mike Stevens our NQB DOLS.
I acknowledge the outstanding contributions of our volunteers, especially those who have accepted positions on the NQ
Branch Executive and associated Boards/Committees. A special thanks to our North Queensland Branch President Graeme
Boothe for his tireless work over the last 12 months as well as the Branch Executive, strong progressive passionate leaders
build vibrant and resilient clubs! To all our volunteer members who give up of their time in any way including the following:
club committees, patrols, trainers/assessors, junior activities, surf sports – thank you – you are what makes our organisation
great! Passionate people with a positive purpose!
Surf Life Saving Queensland is acknowledged as a peak body in water safety industry expert. Unfortunately last year Green
Island received the title of the number 1 black spot in Queensland. Combined strategies and targeted deliverables with key
stakeholders has seen an improvement in the number of rescues and zero deaths. Congratulations to SLSQ and the Lifeguard
service for this great achievement.
Community Awareness is about engaging with our community and selling the beach safe
message of ‘always swim between the red and yellow flags’ to help fulfil our vision of
‘zero preventable deaths in Queensland public waters’. At the same time we are selling
ourselves as the peak industry body in water safety. We have had a successful season with
the following programs and community engagement; 6 Little Lifesavers programs, Airport
meet and greet service, Beach 2 Bush tour, water safety for numerous events including
supporting our returned service personnel through the Yungaburra Triathlon, placard
bearers for the 2018 ANZAC day march (photo right) as well as transporting the Queens
Baton for stage 1 of the Cairns section .
I would also like to acknowledge the support of our three local councils; Douglas, Cairns
and Cassowary Coast as well as mention the State Government for its ongoing support
including grants/funding.
The local carnivals all enjoyed good participant numbers, down slightly on last year
however the carnivals culminated in a successful Branch Championship at Ellis Beach.
Congratulations to all the competitors and winners. In the end a winner can be defined as
achieving their goal/s not just those placing in events. (photo 2018 NQB YST)
Club membership in our Branch is an ongoing concern, with a reduction of around 10% last
year. A few initiates were rolled out this year combined with participation in the ‘Cairns
Biggest Sign On Day’ has resulted in positive reports relating to new member sign on in
2018. While recruiting new members is important, retention of existing members is critical to clubs remaining strong with a
healthy membership. The NQB have a survey open for 2017 members and will review the results to help with strategies
moving forward. (Photo Come N Try day @ Cairns Lagoon on 21 April)
Relating to Regional Staff: Toni has been a great support to me and has put in
substantial time to enable the NQ Branch to have our youth compete as a team at the
youth championships. Toni has requested a temporary reduction of working hours that
will be reviewed later this year. Catherine Jacomos was appointed as the NQ
Regional Development Officer however resigned in March. We thank her for the effort
she put in and wish her all the best in her future endeavours.
Thank you to all who played a part in last year and to the incoming committee, I wish
you well and look forward to working with you and achieving a productive, unified goal
focused year.

Rob Davidson
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LIFESAVING
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DIRECTOR OF LIFESAVING
NQB Total for Period 1 June 2017 to 31 May 2018
12585 Volunteer Patrol and Water Safety Hours
24513 Swimmers between the Flags
8856 Swimmers outside the Flags
3366 Craft Users
74904 Patrons on the Beach
9123 Total Preventative Actions
243 Total First Aid Treatments
5 Rescues
I have the honour and privilege on behalf of North Queensland Branch Surf Life Saving Queensland for the twelfth and sadly
last time as NQB DOLS to thank our dedicated Club Captains, Club Patrol Captains, Volunteer Patrol Members and Lifeguards
for their continual excellent Patrol Service Delivery. Their Vigilance and Service ensured the protection of the many patrons
who enjoyed our fabulous beaches, our fantastic Lagoon, our picturesque Green Island and the many Water Safety Events
across the North Queensland Region.
The performance of 12586.30 Volunteer Patrol and Water Safety Hours for the period 1 June 2107 to 31 May 2018 is to be
commended. Many Clubs are struggling with the decline in patrolling membership where Volunteering across the board is
unfortunately wavering with most being time poor. The impost of the ongoing economic downturn in the NQ Region,
members moving away for work and university, the ever increasing Crocodile situation at our beaches have all had a
dramatic affect. I believe that all NQB volunteer Patrol members and Lifeguards should stand up and be very proud of what
you all do to protect our residents and visitors.

Total Patrol Hours for North Queensland Branch:
1 June 2017 to 31 May 2018
Port Douglas SLSC

1888

Ellis Beach SLSC

3428

Cairns SLSC

4252

Etty Bay SLSC

2096

Mission Beach SLSC

Total Patrols

921

12585
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Thank you to the members of the North Queensland Branch Council and Executive who have been fully supportive of NQB
Clubs and the NQB BOLS in the areas of Lifesaving across our Branch
Thank you to our North Queensland Branch President Graeme Boothe who is an extremely passionate and active leader of our
Branch. He always strives for the betterment of the lifesaving.
Thank you to the North Queensland Branch Board of Lifesaving (NQB BOLS) a very dedicated and active team, who also
perform many other Club and Branch positions. You are all extremely passionate and work hard to ensure that our Clubs
deliver our “Core Business”. You have all contributed to ensure that the requirements of the Club Patrol Service Contracts are
adhered to and our Club Patrol Service Delivery is maintained. We do our small part to meet the SLSQ vision of Zero
preventable deaths in Queensland public waters. Your valuable input, effective decision making and in-depth planning
processes have gone a long way to enable the necessary Club Patrolling Awards are Trained and Assessed, the preparation
process for the required Club Patrol Service Contracts is done and the Club Patrol Gear and Equipment Reports are reviewed to
enable patrol equipment to be kept current and maintained.
Thank you to NQ Regional Manager Rob Davidson who had big shoes to fill following the retirement of Col Sparkes. Rob has
kept the Community informed with media updates Crocodiles, Drones (RPAS) and how Surf Lifesaving is serving North
Queensland. Rob is always positive and brings a fresh and younger approach to our Branch. He has continued his role with the
Annual Cairns Airport Asia – Pacific Championships ensuring that the water safety is well managed for the up to 3000
swimmers on the day.
Thank you to our NQ Regional Lifeguard Supervisor Jay March, who has always been ready to go above and beyond to support
the Club Volunteer patrols and myself, on top of his excellent record of Supervising, training and managing his professional
group of Lifeguards for over 10 successful years.
Welcome to our new NQ LDO Francesca MacFarlane who is an active patrolling member and former Club Captain for Cairns
SLSC. We will see positive results from Fran’s enthusiasm and energy which will flow across Clubs, Schools and the Community
at large which will help to build the Patrolling Memberships in our Clubs.
Thank you to our Regional Administration Officer Toni McCulloch who has over the many years greatly assisted the Clubs,
Branch Council, Executive and me in all areas of administration and compliance. I wish to acknowledge, in particular, her
valued work and support with ensuring our Training and Assessment paperwork and processes for Club and Branch training
awards meet the mandatory SLSQ and RTO standards.
Congratulations and thanks must be given to the small band of Trainers and Assessors, under the leadership of our Branch
Education Officer Annabel Grant, who selfishly give countless dedicated hours to plan, train and assess the necessary courses
to ensure that Club members have their required awards to Patrol, advance through the ‘Nipper’ ranks, qualified to participate
in Surf Sports and to receive awards through the parent participation program.
I have been a strong advocate to ensure Clubs when planning their activities, are aware of the demanding work load of
Trainers and Assessors. We need to appreciate the mandatory attendance at annual specific Trainer and Assessor Workshops
for Bronze Medallion and IRB. There is now the impost of the Vocational Education and Training (VET) sector new mandatory
Assessor TAEASS502 and TAELLN411 components that are to be completed by 1 April 2019. This will require more days of
study that all add on to their Family, Work, Social, Club and Branch commitments.
The Australian Lifesaving Academy Queensland (ALAQ) has as always been very proactive and supportive of our Branch by the
conduct of First Aid, Advanced Resuscitation Techniques Certificate and Silver Medallion Beach Management courses. In April
this year we saw Evan Thomas a past President of Miami SLSC and current South Coast Branch DOLS deliver a SMBM course
which was well received by our members. It was very pleasing to see some of Evan’s students displaying their new found
Beach Management skills on their respect patrols following the course.
I would specially like to thank our small band of IRB Trainers, Assessors and Supervising SMIRD, in particular Col Sparkes, who
have assisted me in the conduct of many NQB IRB Crew Certificate and SMIRBD awards. We are endeavouring to increase the
number of IRB awards which is made somewhat more difficult with the low numbers of Club members in the crucial 16 to 25
age group.
NQB Clubs have again been successful in receiving funding from the 2017 round of the Queensland Fire & Emergency Services
Lifesaving Services Development Fund Sustainability and Extension of Service Grants. This ongoing Queensland Government
funding over many years has assisted the provision of Club Patrol Gear and Equipment to remain a high standard across the
Branch. Clubs also received the $5000.00 to keep our beaches safe through the Federal Government’s Beach Safety Equipment
Fund. The outcome of these grants we have seen Clubs receiving Side by Side (previously ATV), IRB and patrol equipment
which is greatly appreciated in the current times where it is difficult to find members available to assist in fund raising
activities.
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Dangerous Marine Creatures: NQB experienced a much welcomed quite Marine Stinger season during November 2017 to
May 2018. There was minimal need for the Marine Stinger Nets to be removed and beaches closed. Clubs and Lifeguards
continued to be proactive with regular Marine Stinger Box and Irukandji drags to ensure the safety of all. The Marine Stinger
Logs on LIMSOC gave live time reporting of the presence of Stingers and their indicators. Crocodiles, however, have increased
in numbers and there have been a rise in beach closures. Clubs have been proactive by informing their members and also by
the use of IRB for Sunday Nipper activities. The introduction of Drones (RPAS) will be a big step forward to monitoring our
beaches. The Branch continues to be very proactive with assistance to the Community by providing water safety to a number
of local Triathlons and those on the Atherton Tablelands. Our major Annual water safety commitments again occur with the
upcoming Cairns Airport Asia–Pacific Championship Cairns which comprise the Quicksilver Reef Swim at Green Island on
Thursday 7 June 2018 and the Cairns Airport IRONMAN Cairns and IRONMAN 70.3 Cairns on Sunday 10 June 2018 where
there will be up to 80 Lifesavers on rescue boards, IRB with Lifeguard Support on RWC. This is a major world-wide media
covered event and showcases our Lifesaving Water Safety expertise and delivery in North Queensland Branch. Rob Davidson
is to be congratulated for his excellent management bringing all the Club members and resources in to work as a team for this
event.
Congratulations to NQB Clubs, in particular those Clubs that at times struggled, for endeavouring to meet their patrolling
obligations under their respective Patrol Service Contracts. The use of patrol reporting including Marine Stinger Logs on
LIMSOC and communicating with Surfcom has again improved during the season. The successful Club Bronze and SRC with
the Branch IRB Courses have again made a significant positive impact on all our Club Patrols. Mission Beach SLSC deserves
special mention in taking up the challenge of finding new members and training 7 SRC and 16 BM candidates.
Congratulations to all the North Queensland Branch members, who either individually or as a team who have been
nominated for the upcoming Branch Awards at the Branch Dinner on Saturday 16 June 2018.
Finally on behalf of North Queensland Branch especially in the Lifesaving area, I wish to sincerely acknowledge the consistent
and enduring support to NQB Branch, Clubs and me by Chief Operating Officer SLSQ George Hill ESM, State Lifesaving Officer
Clint Swanton, Lifesaving Services Manager SLSQ Peta Lawlor, Lifesaving Operations Coordinator SLSQ Jason Argent, and
Lifesaving Officer Statistics and Funding SLSQ Di Crow.

Mike Stevens
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NQ BRANCH AWARDS ACHIEVED
AWARD

PORT DOUGLAS

ELLIS BEACH

CAIRNS

ETTY BAY

MISSION BEACH

BRONZE MEDALLION

2

7

20

7

9

CERT II in PUBLIC SAFETY

1

10

26

8

9

SILVER MEDALLION
BEACH MANAGERMENT

1

5

1

0

4

SURF RESCUE CERT. CPR
ENDORSED

8

12

7

0

3

IRB CREW

2

4

10

11

4

SILVER MEDALLION IRB
DRIVER

0

1

5

0

1

SS OFFICAL—TECHNICAL

3

4

7

2

5

SS OFFICIAL—SENIOR

0

1

4

1

0

(AQUATIC RESCUE)
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YOUTH & MEMBERSHIP
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DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & MEMBERSHIP
Surf Life Saving is not just about competitions. It is about teaching our juniors and youth about water and beach safety. It is
about developing Surf Life Saving skills and developing each member’s personal skills such as Confidence Building, Teamwork and Leadership just to name a few. Finally it is also about having fun, getting fit and making lifelong friends.
The challenge in Surf Lifesaving today particularly in our Branch is to keep our youth actively involved. It can sometimes be
hard to compete against school work, paid work and having to move away for further education. We need to develop and
promote activities aimed at keeping our youth interested and engaged. We need to ensure our educational programs reflect
the needs of our youth. To achieve these goals we will all need to pull together.
This is my second year as the Director of Youth and Membership Development and I have been surrounded by a great group
of youth whose passion for Surf Lifesaving has been inspiring. I have been lucky to have the support of Club Youth Officers
and our wonderful Youth Leaders from Etty Bay. They have been my pillar of strength whenever things got tough. Their enthusiasm and love of Surf Lifesaving is very infectious. So a big thank you to Jesse Witt, Kelsie Ross, Keely Jones and Fiona
Grant.
This Season we again took on the water Safety at the Cairns Crocs Triathlons as a way to fund raise our Youth Activities. I
would like to thank everyone who assisted me with the water safety, although there are too many to name, our members
from the Tablelands were outstanding. The 530am starts in the cold and dark would put anyone off but the regular group
from Etty Bay, Ellis Beach and Cairns SLSCs would meet me at each Triathlon. I would also like to thank Cairns Audi who supported us with a donation and allowed us to hold a BBQ on one of their open days.
All the money we raised from fund raising went straight back to our members. The activities and initiatives we were able
achieve this season includes:- supporting members going to both the SLSQ Breaka Youth Excellence Program and the UQ
Leadership College, Youth of the Month and Still Awards and of course our Youth Camp,

This Season marked our first combined Youth Camp with North Barrier Branch. It was a mammoth task to organise and I
would like to thank my helpers Catherine Jacomos and Fiona Grant from NQB and Kristine Fowler and Shannon Morgan
from NBB. We had 54 participants, including 8 Leaders and four Mentor Leaders.

22

The Youth Camp occurred on the 12th – 14th January at Echo Creek Adventure Centre in Tully. We had 31 youth members
attend with representatives from most clubs. Each year our numbers attending the camp have been increasing. This is mostly due to ensuring the camps remain interactive and fun. We had a very full and active 2 days with everyone having a great
time. Our Youth Mentor Leaders from NQB were Jesse Witt, Kelsie Ross and Keely Jones all from Etty Bay. They did a fantastic job encouraging and supporting our Leaders. Special congratulations to our Leaders Nathan Pullen, Scott Sparkes, Hayden Telford and Harriet Grant with a special mention to Zara Chauvin Hartmann who stepped up to assist one of the leaders
from NBB. There were many highlights at the camp the top would be Brayden Cramp winning this years Ms Surf Boy Competition.
Combining the two Branches proved to be beneficial and enabled everyone to forge new friendships. Feedback from the
camp has been very positive all participants want another combined camp for next year.
Although NQB provided the funding for the combined camp this season, NBB have committed to hosting and funding the
next combined camp in 2019. This season we will be continuing with the water safety at some of the Triathlons as a means
of raising money towards our future camps.

I would personally like to thank Mike Stevens DoLS again for the push to run IRB Crewies Courses and IRB Drivers Course
this season. These courses continue to prove to be popular among our youth. Courses are already booked into the calendar
for next our season.
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Another great part of this role is ensuring that our members are given recognition for their achievements.
Last year I attended the SLSQ Excellence Awards night. All the winners at our last Branch AGM Dinner were nominated for a
State award. It was a great night down at the Gold Coast with many members from NQ attending. Again this year our Branch
came away with winners. This year another of our youth came away with a State Award. I proudly congratulate my own
daughter for winning QLDs U18 Junior Lifesaver of the Year.
North Australian Championships were again very successful for all our members. There were medals everywhere. This year
again we had 11 members chosen onto the QLD Country team as well as reserves. The team that went away were Mitchell
Rogers (Cairns SLSC), Rhys Kuruchi, Alaina Smith, Anastasia Wynberg, Mackenzie Whitehouse ( all from Ellis Beach SLSC), Jackson Rogers, Kye Yeabsley, Aidan Menzies (unable to attend), Zac Tabuai (all from Cairns SLSC), Ebony Crowe (Ellis Beach SLSC)
and Harriet Grant (Cairns SLSC). Harriet was named as the Team Captain. They all had great results. A huge thanks also goes to
Rachael Wynberg who went away as part of the Team Officers as the Assistant Pool Rescue Coach. Our thanks again goes to
Cairns SLSC who lent the Team their gear trailer.
Again this season we had the “NQ Branch Youth of the Month”. This is a way of recognising some of our fantastic youth. It was
not just about surf sports but was about how they contribute to their club and our movement in general. We had some very
worthy recipients this year all of whom either took on leadership roles around their club, encouraged others or were an outstanding role model. The recipients this year were Harriet Grant, Asha Stevens and Mitch Nissen from Cairns SLSC, Georgia
Hayley from Mission Beach SLSC and Luca Godfrey from Ellis Beach SLSC. This is a very worthy recognition award and will be
continuing in 2018/2019 season.
The Youth wanted a way of recognising themselves. In the same vein as the Juniors they wanted to celebrate “fun and friendship”. They saw this as an important way of keeping all the youth active and involved in the movement. From this the NQB Still
Award was created to celebrate fun and friendship. At each carnival the youth themselves nominated and decided who won.
This year’s winners included Mosses Hannett Wade and Tara Buls from Port Douglas SLSC, Nathan Pullen & Shae Spence from
Cairns SLSC and Hayden Telford from Ellis Beach SLSC. This award will also be continued in the 2018/2019 season although
after protests from the Masters we will also have one for them.

The Youth State Team competed in February at Alexander Headland. Most of team made semi-finals and finals and Oliver
Lukin coming away with a Bronze in the 2K run. Congratulations must go to Alex Rogers and Rachael Wynberg and their Age
Managers, Coaches and gear crew for their preparation and care of our team. As always our cheer squad the parents must
get a special mention.
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Again this year we had over 20 of our youth involved in the ANZAC Day March. They carried the banners for our returned
service men and women and were great representatives for our movement.

I continue to be amazed at our youth , it has been a pleasure working with them again this year.
I have had a great year and this could not have come without the support of all the Executive Committee particularly Graeme
Boothe and Fiona Grant. It goes without saying that behind every leader are the unsung heroes that help you look good.
Without a doubt nothing could have been achieved without our Regional Office Staff Catherine Jacomos, Toni McCulloch and
Rob Davidson.

Annabel Grant
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DIRECTOR OF ADMIN & IT
Well the 2017/18 season is well and truly over , and the year ahead is already looking very positive.
Firstly, I would like to thank everyone for their support and patience, to Toni and Rob from the North Queensland Branch
office, the Executive Committee and Brian my ever, patient President. It was a big step out of my comfort zone to take on a
role of Branch Secretary (Admin & IT) this year, but I have found the role both challenging and a huge learning curve. Working
with such wonderful volunteers who together we are working towards the vision and mission that the Surf Lifesaving Qld
strives to uphold.
This year with the help of Toni, we organised an Administrators Workshop. We were lucky enough to have representatives
from SLSQ – Jeff Sparks and a representative from SLSA – Yvette Rutherford who came and presented to all those who
attended a very informative workshop with practical ideas, skills and run down on policies to help us best utilise our time and
best serve our clubs. We are hoping that this will become an Annual event for as we all know it is a fast changing world and
we need to keep our heads above the paperwork.
A special thank you to all our hardworking and dedicated Administrators out their in club land, please know that your time
and dedication to keeping all the balls in the air is very much appreciated and you are our unsung heroes off the beach. To
Toni where would we be without you, your guidance, understanding and very very patient ways are very much appreciated
not sure how you do it but Thank you lovely lady.
I wish everyone a great success for the upcoming season and hope to see more new faces at our Executive meetings.

Thank You

Alana Witt
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SURF SPORTS
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DIRECTOR OF SURF SPORTS
It was a privilege to serve on the NQB Executive as the Director of Surf Sports in my first year in the role.
I appreciate all the guidance, support and enthusiasm of the members of the council, members of the BOSS,
members involved with Surf Sports, SLSQ Surf Sports Panel and staff and SLSQ regional office.
Our active BOSS boasted a number of enthusiastic members taking on various roles including Carnival Committee,
Officials Co-ordinators, Gear Steward, Coaches Representative, Athletes Representative, Junior Activities, active
committee members and Club DsOSS.
There were a number of highlights and achievements in the area of Surf Sports throughout the year:

Coaching
Our active coaches within the branch across a number of disciplines including boats, beach, surf, iron, skis and pool
rescue have overseen delivery of very effective and programs delivering impressive results. The workload on our
volunteer coaches is an area of concern and has been identified as an area to target in growing numbers.
Coaches
Foundation

29

Development *

14

Assessors**

10

Mentors

1

* May hold their qualification in one or more discipline
All hold additional coaching qualifications
Officials
Officials courses have been delivered with increasing flexibility of location of delivery and support as we transition to
on-line course nationally recognised accreditation. Initiatives such as mentored role cross-training, ongoing PD and
support sheets have been well received and will continue.
New initiatives to attract officials have been identified at a Branch level to support clubs engaging members. (See
appendix 1 for officials breakdown)

Active Officials NQB

Level 1 Officials

44

Level 2 Officials

11
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Training & Professional Development
The beginning of the year saw a SLSQ supported clinic hosted in our Branch with grants funding from SLSA. This
clinic brought elite competitors and coach to NQB for Pool Rescue skills and training and limited surf skills due to
the nets still being in at the time of the clinic. Increasing the numbers of these opportunities for our regional
athletes and coaches is a focus in the forthcoming season also.

A clinic was also held to discuss R’n’R and SRC events. It was well attended but increasing participation is
difficult due to location, costs and timing of events outside the branch as well as increasing the number of coaches
in this discipline.
Carnivals
The successful planning, hosting and execution of 3 club carnivals within the branch as well as 3 Branch
Championship events in Surf Lifesaving, Surf Rescue Championships and Pool Rescue was a also a major
highlight on the calendar for the surf sports season.
Each Club should be commended on the success of their carnivals with great opportunities for Green Cap fun
Days also included at Port Douglas and Etty Bay.
The NQB Pool Rescue Competition was held at TAS Aquatic and attracted members from 4 of the 5 clubs within
the branch with amazing competition and development of skills and interest in the discipline.
The NQB Surf Rescue Championships were hosted at Ellis Beach SLSC.
The NQB Surf Lifesaving Branch Championships were hosted at Ellis Beach SLSC and saw an official opening
ceremony and welcome to country prior to a very successful and inclusive event with increased media coverage
and exposure for the event and the movement.
Carnival Attendance Records

Location

Type

Competitors
2017

Etty Bay

2 Day

250

Mission Beach

2 Day

230

Port Douglas

2 Day

235

Ellis Beach

SRC NQB Championships

12

TAS Pool

NQB Championships

56

Ellis Beach

Pool Rescue
NQB Championships

246
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Community Engagement and Membership
Beyond the region we saw participation at a State Level in the Surf Lifesaving Queensland Youth Championships at
Alexandra Headlands with our NQB Youth Team of representatives from all 5 clubs participating.
We also had club representation at State Pool Rescue Championships and individual representation at Aussies and
National Pool Rescue Championships.
We actively participated in Cairns TAFE All-Sports Days (2 in the calendar year) as well as Cairn’s Biggest Sign-On
Day, various media opportunities, Department of Sport and Recreation forums and State Level meetings to improve
and develop the interest and participation of Surf Sports in the region.
Surf Sports remains an integral channel for attracting a greater cohort of members into our movement to participate
beyond sports.
We are looking to further develop IRB competitions and attract State Pool Rescue Championships as part of our
future growth.
Yours in Surf Sports
Rachael Wynberg
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NQ BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS - AGE CHAMPIONS
7 OCTOBER 2017
AGE GROUP

NAME

CLUB

U8 Male

Logan Locker

Port Douglas SLSC

U8Female

Coco Fregoni

Cairns SLSC

U9 Male

Leathan Johnson

Ellis Beach SLSC

U9 Female

Rochelle Jonson

Port Douglas SLSC

U10 Male

Logan Stevens

Cairns SLSC

U10 Female

Summer Tottman

Cairns SLSC

U11 Male

Julian Wynberg

Ellis Beach SLSC

U11 Female

Mia Yeabsley

Cairns SLSC

U12 Male

Bryce Menzies

Cairns SLSC

U12 Female

Lilly Ruth Eveans

Ellis Beach SLSC

U13 Male

Rhyse Kurukchi

Ellis Beach SLSC

U13 Female

Trinity White

Cairns SLSC

U14 Male

Jackson Rogers

Cairns SLSC

U14 Female

Anastasia Wynberg

Ellis Beach SLSC

U14-15 Male

Zachary Tabuai

Cairns SLSC

U14-15 Female

Asha Stevens

Cairns SLSC

30-34 Male

Brett Mesner

Cairns SLSC

30-34 Female

Irene Cats

Port Douglas SLSC

35-39 Male

Matthew Lamont

Cairns SLSC

35-39 Female

Ann More

Cairns SLSC

40-44 Male

Nathan White

Cairns SLSC

40-44 Female

Joanne Langstreth

Cairns SLSC

45-49 Male

Grant Knight

Port Douglas SLSC

45-49 Female

Marilyn Woods

Cairns SLSC
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NQ BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS - AGE CHAMPIONS
7 OCTOBER 2017
AGE

NAME

CLUB

50-54 Male

Edward Lukin

Port Douglas SLSC

50-54 Female

Kelly McNamara

Port Douglas SLSC

55-59 Male

John Goodman

Port Douglas SLSC

55-59 Female

Ruth Hannett

Port Douglas SLSC

60-64 Male

Anthony Hannan

Cairns SLSC

65-69 Male

Steve Pollard

Port Douglas SLSC

Open Female

Harriet Grant

Cairns SLSC

Open Male

Mitchell Nissen

Cairns SLSC

U17 Female

Ebony Crowe

Ellis Beach SLSC

U17 Male

Samuel Tress

Cairns SLSC

U19Female

Chloe Alcorn

Cairns SLSC

U19 Male

Scott Sparkes

Cairns SLSC

NQ BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS OVERALL POINTS
RANK

CLUB

POINTS

1

Cairns SLSC

2214

2

Ellis Beach SLSC

1089

3

Port Douglas SLSC

909

4

Etty Bay SLSC

312

5

Mission Beach SLSC

94
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2017 NORTH AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS
AGE CHAMPIONS
AGE GROUP

NAME

U11 Female

Paige Jones

U11 Male

Kai Devine

CLUB
Yepoon SLSC

Tannum Sands SLSC
U12 Female

Lilly Ruth Eveans

Ellis Beach SLSC

U12 Male

Kane Martin

Tannum Sands SLSC

U13 Female

Trinity White

Cairns SLSC

U13 Male

Mitchell Rogers

Cairns SLSC

U14 Female

Anastasia Wynberg

Ellis Beach SLSC

U14 Male

Coby Richardson

Tannum Sands SLSC

U15 Female

Lauren Nugent

Acadian SLSC

U17 Female

Harriet Grant

Cairns SLSC

U17 Male

Jacob Spark

Emu Park SLSC

Open Female

Zoe Breitreutz

Acadian SLSC

Open Male

Cody Roth

Acadian SLSC

30—39 Female

Irene Cats

Port Douglas SLSC

30—39 Male

Ryan Bennett

Elliott Heads SLSC

40—49 Female

Joanne Langstreth

Cairns SLSC

40—49 Male

Grant Knight

Port Douglas SLSC

50+Female

Kelly McNamara

Port Douglas SLSC

50+ Male

James Marsh

Cairns SLSC

60+ Male

Anthony Hannan

Cairns SLSC
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NQ BRANCH SURF RESCUE CHAMPIONSHIPS AGE
CHAMPIONS
AGE GROUP

NAME

CLUB

U14 Female

Tamra Johnston

Cairns SLSC

U14 Male

Jackson Rogers

Cairns SLSC

U15 Female

Asha Stevens

Cairns SLSC

U15 Male

Oliver Kurukchi

Ellis Beach SLSC

U17 Male

George Taifalos

Cairns SLSC

U40+ Female

Rachael Wynberg

Ellis Beach SLSC

U40+ Male

Gary Williams

Ellis Beach SLSC
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MEMBERSHIP RECOGITION
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RECOGNITION AWARDS WINNERS
PRESTIGE AWARDS
U18 JUNIOR SURF LIFE SAVER OF THE YEAR

HARRIET GRANT

CAIRNS SLSC

CLIVE HAMMOND MEDAL

GARY WILLIAMS

ELLIS BEACH SLSC

18-25 YOUNG SURF LIFESAVER OF THE YEAR

KELSIE ROSS

ETTY BAY SLSC

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

BRIAN MARKHAM

PORT DOUGLAS SLSC

CLUB OF THE YEAR

ELLIS BEACH SLSC

LIFESAVING SERVICE AWARDS
SURF LIFESAVER OF THE YEAR

JESSIE WITT

ETTY BAY SLSC

ASSESSOR OF THE YEAR

MICHAEL STEVENS

ELLIS BEACH SLSC

U14 JUNIOR SURF LIFESAVER OF THE YEAR

OLIVER KURUKCHI

ELLIS BEACH SLSC

ANDY FRIZZELL OAM, OBE AWARD

JENNY JONES

ETTY BAY SLSC

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
AWARDS

SURF SPORTS AWARDS
JUNIOR ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

ANASTASIA WYNBERG ELLIS BEACH SLSC

MASTER ATHLET OF THE YEAR

KELLY MCNAMARA

PORT DOUGLAS SLSC

SPORTS TEAM OF THE YEAR

CAIRNS MASTERS

CAIRNS SLSC

OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR

INGRID VAN OPZEELAND

PORT DOUGLAS SLSC

SPORTS ROOKIE OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR

JEREMY KAY

ELLIS BEACH SLSC

SPORTS ROOKIE COACH OF THE YEAR

LUCINDA EVEANS

ELLIS BEACH SLSC

SPORTS TEAM MANAGER OF THE YEAR

RACHAEL WYNBERG

ELLIS BEACH SLSC
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Summary
The 2018 event preparation started well due to some solid speculation & intelligence from SEQ, so North Queensland was
able to secure suitable accommodation. Air Fares appeared slightly higher this year probably due to imminent
Commonwealth Games. There were some challenges with Team Officer appointments however we luckily were able to
source
Chaperones again this year. Whilst the team did not rank as high as previous two years, we were without our individual
medallists, Zac Tabuai & Lila Horobin, however the number of athletes that made it through to Finals surpassed the previous
two years.
This year, our logo has been changed & sharpened courtesy of Jason Wynberg & Suasive Marketing. This translated into new
look uniforms which were sourced from Ohana Ocean Athletics.

Management Team
Water & Beach Coach – Lucinda Eveans
Assistant Team Managers – Rachael Wynberg

Pre-event Training
We continued with same format as previous years. Sunday training as a mandatory group training session focussing on skills,
benchmarking if fitness levels and spending time with Age Managers.

Media & Sponsorship
To raise funds, the group were offered the opportunity to run a BBQ at Palm Cove on a Market Day. Families involved
benefitted from the profits.
$500 sponsorship was received from:
Port Douglas & Mossman Medical
Coral Coast Financial Services.
Jayco Cairns
A Monster Raffle was co-ordinated reaching out to local businesses with contributions from:
Peppers Beach Club Port Douglas
Quicksilver Group
Cairns Crocodile & Harbour Cruises
Peppers Beach Club Palm Cove
Shangri-La, The Marina Cairns
Alive Pharmacy
AVIS Cairns
Lotsa Printing
As part of the ROI for our sponsors, our NQBYST Facebook page was revitalised. Attempts were made to increase reach
through Page Likes & Sharing. Facebook also proved to be an effective means to communicate with most of our parents. The
competitors (of a different GEN) were engaged via Instagram. Both accounts are still healthy.
A media alert was issued on behalf of the team by Liz Inglis, of Liz Inglis Media. Cairns Post ran a story on the 23 rd February as
a result. Innisfail Advocate also called for content covering Southern Club catchments + Newsport provided images for
postings covering the North of our Branch.
Channel 7, 9 & WIN attended the Cable Ski Park & gathered some footage
Cairns Post offered some assistance by way of advertising space & a 92mm x 262mm strip ad ran in Cairns Post + Sun, over a
number of days whilst we were away. Estimated value in the $1000’s. The 2 nd ad will be used upon return, thanking
sponsors.
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On the 3rd March, an article appeared in the Courier Mail & Sunshine Coast Daily + Cairns Post on the back of a media release
& photo opportunity organised my Faith Jarvis at SLSQ Media.

Travel Arrangements
Virgin Australia was selected based on departure & arrival times, bearing in mind that there are no direct Cairns – Sunshine
Coast flights. They have been competitive in price and this averaged AUD$328 return. As mentioned, the increase was in the
neighbourhood of $100 extra this year. Departure was 0545hrs Wednesday 28 th Feb returning to Cairns at 2035hrs Monday
05th March 2018.

Accommodations
Breakfree Alexandra Headlands was approached for our accommodation needs. The location is ideal, directly across the road
from the host Club house. This is a 3-4 star apartment complex, regrettably lacking any space for group dinners or gatherings.
Being mindful of Mantra Groups policies regarding room blocks, I held blocks of rooms over three weekends, then released
the dates not required once event dates formally announced.
We received advice prior to arrival that a 3 Bedroom Apartment had been removed from inventory. The result was using John
Revell as another Age Manager & split the U13 Boys into two x 2-bedroom Apartments.
Upon arrival, we discovered a two-bedroom apartment has its AC fail. They were relocated to Team Managers room who
relocated to a smaller room.

Vehicle Transportation
AVIS Australia kindly donated the use of 6 x 12 seaters with trailers which was very generous. We had these vehicles for the
duration of our stay, however still had use of the complimentary 8-seater also provided FOC by AVIS. One vehicle damaged by
Jenny Mann exiting the airport carpark. AVIS have thankfully waived any repair costs.

Meals
Catering was modelled on last year with a catering company providing the on-site meals. Age Managers opened accounts for
their Coles Online orders. Account details passed to Team Manager who settled the account. Deliveries were then able to be
distributed to correct rooms.
Dinner for Wednesday 28th was hosted by Alex Heads SLSC & Sunday 4th was hosted at Maroochydore SLSC. All meals preordered and made use of a private room. These dinners were open to Family & supporters.

Budget vs Actual
Original Budget submission for 58 Competitors & Officers was $58268. Actual $65675. Variance ($7.4K).
Not all uniform items were required for purchase reducing some families’ individual costs.

Gear and Equipment
Thankfully our star Amigo, Lyn Thomas stepped up again this year to drive. Once again, this area of the trip was again
problematic. John Revell had problems at the 11th hour getting his MR licence again this year. Branch Treasurer Bob Masters
came to the rescue again this year to assist Lyn with drive South. Bob was sent back by Jetstar on the 2 nd. This fare has been
passed onto John Revell. Newcomer Ash Wilkinson volunteered to drive home with Lyn. Lyn has signalled that he will not be
driving again next year. We thank him for his service.

Outfitting
Thankfully Lucinda Eveans took the reigns with this. Due to complaints last year, primarily by the girls regarding the cut of the
swimmers, we elected to change suppliers. Ohana was selected as they specialise more in female swimwear.
With new colours and branding courtesy of Jason Wynberg, Ohana agreed to our timeframes. Regrettably there was a
miscommunication regarding minimum order numbers so the option of girls selecting a One Piece or Two-Piece swimmer was
not available. Ohana was chosen to provide a Sun Shirt, Swimmers, Boardshorts, Hats & Polos. This arrived in three deliveries
with costs for delivery in the $800’s. This with additional printing & embroidery added to costs. They looked great though.
Steve Daly at NQ PromoWorks did additional printing & embroidery + the training tee shirts.
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Incidents
1. No recurrence this year of 2017 at Hervey Bay. SLSQ received a complaint from a resident (via Stuart Hogben SLSQ) at
the Resort regarding the behaviour of our group. The accusation was met with a response from both Rachael Wynberg &
Alex Rogers. An investigation followed & an admonishment letter has been since received that included Des Kerr & John
Brennan.

2. Jack Sampson (U12 Boys) presented on the Wednesday 28th with a stomach illness. Thankfully his parents were present
& he was isolated on the advice of Dr Mark Colbridge who travelled to the event as a spectator.

3. Rachael Wynberg also injured herself on Wednesday 28th. She was taken to Emergency on the advice of Dr Mark
Colbridge. She was diagnosed with a fractured toe. Incident report was completed by Rachael Wynberg. (Asst Team Mgr)
4. John Menzies (Age Manager U12 Boys) presented on Friday 02 nd with a stomach illness. It appears that he managed to
be contaminated whilst cleaning the room after Jack two days prior.
5.
On Saturday 03rd, Jack Sampson presented with an ankle injury. 1st Aid was not received by Carnival staff. Incident
report was completed by Rachael Wynberg. (Asst Team Mgr)
Damage to Hire vehicle mentioned in “Vehicle Transportation”. No further action required.
***It was invaluable having Dr Mark Colbridge on hand for professional advice & general assistance with the team.

Competition Venue
Almost flat conditions presented at Alexandra Headlands. The conditions were very bad each side of the event so we were
lucky.

Results
Team Results – 27th over
Results
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NQ BRANCH YOUTH STATE TEAM
UNDER 11 GIRLS

UNDER 13 GIRLS

MIA YEABSLEY

TEHAN GEE

RUBY COLBRIDGE

TRINITY WHITE

BALIEE ZAMMITT

SHELBY ROGERS

MADISEN WILINSON

UNDER 13 BOYS

AVA BARNES

MITCHELL ROGERS

UNDER 11 BOYS

JONTE REVELL

JULIAN WYNBERG

BAYLEE WORTH

LOGAN STEVENS

JOSEPH INCE

HARRISON MUSSETT

RHYS KURUKCHI

KODI WORTH

HAMISH STEWART

UNDER 12 GIRLS

UNDER 14 GIRLS

LARA ATFIELD

MACKENZIE WHITEHOUSE

SOFIA CULLEN

SENA NAKAJIMA

DAISY COLBRIDGE

ANASTASIA WYNBERG

ZARA STEVENS

TAMRA JOHNSTON

LILLY EVEANS

CONNIE SOUTHWOOD

LILLY ETRICH

ALAINA SMITH

UNDER 12 BOYS

MADISON STEWART

KY GREEN

UNDER 14 BOYS

BRYCE MENZIES

MURRY COLBRIDGE

JACK SAMPSON

JACKSON ROGERS

TAKA THOMAS

OLIVER LUKIN

ARJAN WYNBERG

KYE UEABSLEY

UNDER 15 GIRLS
TIANA RIVETT
MAKAYLA VINEY
ASHA STEVENS
KIANA TURNBULL
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PRESIDENT OF PORT DOUGLAS SLSC
It is my absolute pleasure to submit my Presidents report for the 2017 Season.
First off - I would like to make a special thanks to our sponsors. Without your continued support the Club would struggle to
provide an ongoing service to the Port Douglas community. I encourage all the club members to use our sponsors services and
where possible to recommend them to all your family and friends.
2017 has been a great year for the club and a very busy one. It started with the Tinaroo camp in January over the Australia
Day long weekend. For those who haven't been there it's a relaxing venue - lots of fun, great food, good company with a bit of
training as well. This year was well attended with several families joining who had not previously been.
This year our club hosted the Remembrance Day ceremony for lifesavers past and present who had passed away during the
year. It was a moving event held in the morning on Four Mile beach with a floral tribute taken out to sea by a lifesaver in uniform. Edwina Kramer provided a wonderful solo performance on the flute which enhanced the atmosphere. The ceremony
was attended by club and SLSQ members and the State member for Cook Billy Gordon. It was the first and last time I met him.
We had a chat about crocs but we never heard anything from him after that.
Once again this year we had a float in the Carnival Street parade. It's a credit to everyone involved that a display evolved on
the back of Brian Markham's work truck between 5 and 6pm ready for the parade.
We commenced patrols in March with four patrol groups. We were rostered on for half days which we all appreciated. We
managed to perform all the duties required under the SLSQ patrol agreement and because we patrolled so effectively and
efficiently there were no major incidents or injuries during our watch. Lifesavers successfully dealt with many issues this year
including crocs, sharks, stings, missing persons and minor injuries to name just a few. Many thanks to John Goodman our
Club Captain for looking after all things in Lifesaving.
Thanks to Ruth Hannett our CTO for running the courses and getting so many people qualified as SRC and bronze to boost our
patrolling numbers, and sincere thanks to all those who patrolled the beach this year.
The Nipper season started when the stinger net came out at end May. We had good numbers in some age groups and very
few in others. It appears the issue with crocs affected the Nipper numbers - down about 20% from the previous year. In spite
of that Grant Knight as our JAC had another great year with the nippers.
The Club again part-funded the Rhett Collie and Rebecca Creedy training weekend, which was a great benefit to all those who
attended.
Nipper of the year for 2017 was Oliver Lukin. Congratulations to Oliver.
Club members conducted water safety for three triathlons during the year which provided some much needed funds to the
Club. Thanks to all the water safety people who helped out.
The Club sent competitors to all the surf carnivals in the NQ Branch and of course ours was the best of all being the best
beach. Several of our competitors (male and female) ended up being the branch champions for their age group
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We also sent a team to the North Aussie Championships at Mackay. The team did very well and went on to win the handicap
prize. Several members of the team made the NQ branch team for the Qld Titles. Thanks to all the Port Douglas competitors
who represented the club so well during the year. Thanks to our surf sports officer and club Super Coach Irene Cats. The
results prove what a great job you are doing.
Some of our club members were nominated for N.Q. Awards with Kelly McNamara , Ingrid Van Opzeeland and Brian
Markham announced winners of Best Master Athlete, Best Official, Best Volunteer respectively. Brian was nominated for the
state award for Volunteer of the year at a function held in Brisbane. Unfortunately he didn't get the gong – the award went
to a worthy lifesaver from the South Coast region.
There were some big changes for the club in 2017 the first being Jason and Majella Fasano ceased being managers of the
Bistro and their place was taken by David Parry and Tonya Guild. It was a very trying and stressful time and I can't thank Brian
Markham and Michael Bolt enough for their work with the Supporters Club to have such a complicated set of circumstances
successfully resolved. They are now working on a plan to have the management agreement changed to a lease agreement.
That will allow the club to dissolve the supporters club and save the club a substantial amount of money taken up in admin
fees.
Next Alex our long serving admin lady decided to move on to another job. Lucky for us, (after an extensive search) we were
soon able to get a suitable replacement in Kaz Spanaway who picked up the admin duties very quickly. Thanks to the selection panel who picked out Kaz as the most suitable applicant for the job.
Towards the end of the year our long serving caretakers George and Sonia Lanham decided to return to their adventures as
grey nomads. So off they went with their 4wd and caravan and make and tinny on trailer - to see Australia. We welcomed
new caretakers in December, Ken and June Howard who I hope will enjoy their time in Port Douglas for years to come.
During this year we have made several improvements to the clubs buildings. Some of the improvements were funded by
Grants and some from club-raised funds.






New security screens for the training room.
New security alarm system for the training room
Replacement roof on the gear shed
Second solar hot water system for the ablution block
Solar panels for gear shed roof. (The solar panels have reduced our electricity bill by more than half)

Future plans for the club are to put down a concrete slab as the start of the construction of the bunk room building and
storage behind the training room. We have already received $20000.00 grant towards that project. We are also planning to
employ contractors to lay pavers (currently stored by the training room) between the training veranda and the canteen
storage room.
For all building and maintenance the club relies on our own awesome “Brian the builder.” He not only gets the money
through grants, he arranges the plans to be drawn up, organises the contractors and supervises the work.
Through grants and club funds and donations we have been able to buy Lifesaving equipment such as rescue boards, rescue
tubes, training mannequins, training defibs, first aid equipment.






A new 25hp Tohatsu outboard and fuel bag
A New adjustable surf ski
Two new adjustable surf ski paddles
4 x racing Mals
Nipper boards
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The croc problem remains high for the club with the unfortunate death of an elderly lady on the southern end of Fourmile
Beach highlighting what we are dealing with. Most recently one small Crocodile took up residence in the stinger net. Mike
Bolt has been our spokesman on the croc issue going on TV and radio programs, and attending meetings (One I attended
with him with the “mad hatter” Bob Katter), writing letters to relevant Government Ministers and sending E-mails. I would
like to express so much appreciation to Mike for his efforts in attempting to resolve our ongoing croc problem.

Thanks to Sonia Lukin, our official club photographer, for taking all those fantastic photos at carnivals and other events
throughout the year.

My special thanks to Ingrid van Opzeeland for looking after all the administrative issues that the club has to deal with, and
the many and varied things she does for the club during the year - and there's more - the delicious afternoon “smoko” she
leaves for the patrols each Sunday.
Thanks to all the relatives and friends of club members who come along and help out with food and with fund raising and
other various tasks at the Club.

In closing, everyone involved with PDSLSC in 2017 should rightly be proud of your tireless efforts to keep our great club
operating successfully and I hope we will continue in the same way in 2018.

Thank you all

Steve Pollard
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PRESIDENT OF ELLIS BEACH
The Year in Review by Brett Olds, President
What a year!
It’s official, we are the best Surf Club in QLD – and it’s all because of you! Each and every one of
us should be as proud as punch for playing a role in this huge achievement. It’s the first time
ever that a NQ Club has received this kind of recognition and Hamish and Rachael need to be
commended for the presentations they did on our behalf at the State level, as well as the
National one in Sydney – they really did us proud.
Like every year, there are so many achievements and acknowledgements we could highlight, but
what makes me most proud is the mate-ship that exists throughout our Club and the community
spirit that we have. There is nothing better to see, than the amount of smiling faces everywhere
on any given Club day, whether that be a social BBQ, a Sunday training session, or even at a
competitive Carnival – we really are doing something right.
Although amongst all the fun and good times we have, our Patrolling Members have a huge task
each week, to help keep our beach safe. This is one of the most important functions we as a Surf
Club perform and I’d like to thank each and every one of you for all the hours you volunteer
throughout the year. We added to our ranks this year, with more Bronze Medallion holders and
SRC’s (Surf Rescue Certificates) too. We are always in need of more, as many hands make light
work, so I would encourage as many of you as possible to sign up for the course this year.
In fact, even doing a water safety course and helping out at Nipper training is a great way to be
more involved in the Club and really helps everyone out. Just reach out to any of us at the Club
and we’ll point you in the right direction on how to get started and when the courses are
happening, etc…
I am really looking forward to seeing what 2018 brings and enjoying another ripper year with
you all. I would like to thank everyone that is involved with this wonderful Club and I’d also like
to welcome the new members for this year, you’re in for some fun!
I look forward to seeing you on the beach.
Best regards,
Brett Olds
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PRESIDENT OF CAIRNS SLSC
This year has not been without its challenges. Ongoing club building works meant that we functioned for a large portion of the
year without access to a clubhouse area, office and beach through to carpark tunnel. I thank our club members for their
understanding and patience during this process and hope that they can now enjoy our 2018 season with access to the new
facilities.
For members who have not yet seen our new second floor, I’m sure you will be impressed with the new dorm area, training
rooms, new office and a multipurpose function area that we will allow the Supporters Club to use.

Due to the building construction, we were unable to have a Club carnival; however in 2018 we will be holding the NQ Branch
Carnival in October and hope to make it the biggest and best regional carnival.
In terms of membership, this year saw our membership increase from 320 members to 345 members
With our core business being beach patrol, Steve Bruun (Club Captain) was able to have 11 patrol teams. The 2017 season
saw a total of 4277 volunteer patrol hours and lifesaving activities for our club.
Category

Participants

Category

Participants

Juniors

110

Life Member

14

Active Junior (15-18)

35

Long Service

7

Active Senior (18 +)

82

Past Active

0

Associate

66

Probationary

4

Award

10

Reserve Active

3

Cadet

14

Total Members

345

It was a real pleasure to see one of our Youth lifesavers, Harriet Grant, come away with the Queensland Under 18 Lifesaver of
the Year Award at the SLSQ Awards Night in Brisbane.
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November saw a small contingent of members travel to Mackay for the North Aussies Carnival. The Masters did an awesome
job, winning for the 16th consecutive year. In point scores for Pool Rescue and Junior, Senior and the Masters age divisions;
we finished in the top three. We also won the overall Club Champion for the seventh consecutive year.

Close to 60 members and sponsors attended our Senior Awards night, held on the 11th of November at the new function
space. The night was a great celebration of the new club facilities available to our members and was enjoyed by all.

The following day, our Junior Presentations were held at the Cable Ski Park. Thanks must go to our JAC Paul Stevens and his
team of Age Managers and Coaches, for ensuring that our Junior Program and activities (and the weather), kept nippers
entertained each Sunday.

Congratulations to the Cairns members who were chosen to represent Queensland Country at the Queensland Interbranch
Championships. These included Harriet Grant – who was selected as QLD Country Team Captain - Zac Tabuai, Jackson Rogers,
Kye Yeabsley and Mitchell Rogers. Asha Stevens and Trinity White were also chosen as Reserves. A special mention must go
to Zac Tabuai as the only regional club member to be chosen for the Queensland team to compete at the new Youth Cup
Pathways event, held in Sydney on Australia Day.

This year saw Alan Pullen (Treasurer) and his team produce much needed funds from running the BBQ. In future, members
who volunteer at approved fundraising events, will receive a share of profits to use for costs incurred with surf life saving.

During the year, Camilla, our part time administrator left for a fulltime job. We wish her all the best in her new career move.
Thanks also to Marilyn, our club administrator, for her hard work in 2017.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following people who assisted me as committee officers during the 2017/18
season:
Vice President

Chris Haug

Secretary

Camilla Lee

Treasurer

Alan Pullen

Club Captain

Steve Bruun

Surf Sports Officer

Bryan Coates

JAC

Paul Stevens

Youth Officer

Fiona Grant

CTO

Rob Davidson – replaced by Annabel Grant in August, 2017

Lastly many thanks to our other officers, trainers and assessors, age managers, coaches, water safety, patrolling members,
BBQ helpers and parent helpers, for all their time and efforts in helping our club run smoothly.

Regards

Adrian Davies-Roe
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PRESIDENT OF ETTY BAY SLSC
Another year has come and gone. I would like to thank all our patrolling members who keep a watchful eye on the public
using our beautiful beach. I would also like to thank the members who assist with the water safety each training day, those
members involved in the USM Cairns Iron Man, the Yungaburra Triathlon, Cairns Crocs Triathlon and the Cairns Airport
Triathlon, and the North Queensland Carnivals.
Congratulations to Kelsie Ross, our Summer Surf Girl entrant and her tireless committee for the funds they raised.
Congratulations also to Jenny Jones, representing Etty Bay and North Queensland Branch at the SLSQ Awards Night as the
Andy Frizzel OAM OBE nominee and bringing that award back to the north and our club. This award is for outstanding
service to nippers and junior surf lifesavers, which we know Jenny lives and breathes, well done Jenny.
Jenny also took on the position of Chief Training Officer.
Abby Webb and Skye Maley were participants at the Breaka Youth Excellence Program, held at Maranatha Recreation Camp
at Yandina in April along with Jesse Witt, as a mentor and Micaela Crompton as a leader. In November Jesse attended the
2017 UQ SLSQ Leadership Excellence Program at St Lucia, Brisbane along with participants Kelsie Ross and Keely Jones. It is
great to see that our club members are very supportive of these programs and are able to give back to the club the
knowledge that they have gained.
The club was fortunate to have brothers Baylee and Cody Worth as members of the North Queensland Youth Championship
Team, congratulations boys, keep up the great work and hopefully you will continue to be selected in the team for years to
come.
Blaise has taken on the position of JAC, and has embraced it with great enthusiasm, introducing a new program with Tara

training

and Kylie to get the nippers fitness levels up and to get them used to competition situations. They vary the
programs and often take the keen and interested nippers to socially compete in triathlons around the north and spend as
much time on swimming and pool rescue techniques. I think the nippers have benefitted greatly and hope this approach
will continue into the future.
Thanks to Stuart Turrell for Officiating at North Australian Titles and the State Youth Championships.

A big thank you to Gina Santarossa for once again being our Uniform Convener and making sure we were all outfitted
correctly.
Where would we be without Jenny Hall and her kitchen helpers, thank-you Jenny Hall for making sure that we always have
enough food to eat and that the catering for our events and functions are always spectacular, once again thanks heaps.
What can I say about this lady who multi tasks and keeps us informed by her newsletter, officiates at carnivals, a member of
a few Branch Committees and is our administrator and secretary. Alana you do such a great job thank you.
To all our patrolling members, officials, age managers and water safety, a big thank you without your help and assistance we
would not operate as well as we do.
The sewerage/septic upgrade is finally up and running, although we are still experiencing a few teething problems, the I
inclement weather has not been our friend. Jason Argent and Brendan Kelly from SLSQ has been helping us to improve our
internet reception, they hope to have this finalised by the end of April. We have received permission from the CCRC,
allowing us to have an ATV on our beach, and we will be looking for funding to obtain a long awaited addition to our club.
Our Nipper numbers have declined over the last few years due to the crocodile sightings and their presence in the area. I
feel the numbers will continue to decline and that there is not a great deal we can do to bolster them.

Brian McElhinney

49

PRESIDENT OF MISSION BEACH SLSC
2017 brought with it a new number of challenges to overcome to ensure the continuity and
success of Mission Beach SLSC. We suffered a decrease in membership numbers across the board, from nippers through to
patrolling members. Fortunately the newly elected 2017 committee was a keen and dedicated bunch who was willing to put
the time and energy needed to move forward.
The club changed its strategy in regards to attracting new members to the club by having a sign on “month” where we
advertised and encouraged on line membership applications. This proved successful with new membership rolling in with
minimal effort from existing members.
Some new and existing members successfully completed their bronze medallion qualification, including some younger
members who completed their SRC qualification. Many thanks goes to Chris Smith for providing many hours of training to
ensure they were “patrol ready” at the end. This bolstered existing patrolling numbers which enabled the club to have 4 patrol
teams with healthy numbers in each, adding flexibility to patrolling members with busy weekend schedules. Many thanks goes
to Club
Captain Melissa Bryant for coordinating patrol duties this year and ensuring the beach was open and patrolled throughout the
season.
There was a growing interest in surf sports in 2017 which saw many new members getting involved with carnivals, whether it
be competing, team managing, officiating or helping run our own carnival for the year. It was all hand on deck for the Mission
Beach carnival with a great effort from Dyana Brown and Leandra Willis who organized and run the food stall over the weekend. Their efforts fed the hordes of hungry competitors and spectators, as well as bringing in much needed funds to the club.
Thanks also to Amanda Patch for becoming a carnival official which ensured our club was meeting its obligations at carnivals so
our members could compete. Thanks also to those who acted as team managers and carried out water safety at the various
carnivals throughout the season.
Nippers sessions held on Sunday mornings were a small yet enthusiastic bunch who enjoyed mostly favourable conditions on
the water throughout the year. Without a JAC this year to coordinate the sessions we relied on whoever was available on the
day to run a session to ensure we kept smiles on all of the kids’ faces. Thankyou to Jane Berge and Melissa Bryant for doing the
majority of the nipper sessions, as well as Tia Jolly, Amanda Patch and Naomi Smith for helping out where they could. Thanks
also go to those who carried out water safety for the sessions so our kids could enjoy maximum water time. Most notably
Shane Gee, Matt Patch, Luke Tamblyn, Dyana Brown and Scott Jolly for contributing their time.
Our clubhouse and equipment is getting quite dated and much of it in need of replacement or repair. Grant funding acquired
through various different government schemes has seen new front roller doors being installed, as well as the building guttering
being replaced in early 2018. Additionally we were successful in receiving funding to acquire 16 new surf boards to replace
many old boards that were beyond repair, as well as a new ATV that will arrive in early 2018 to replace the old one which was
well beyond it’s used by date. A new laptop computer has been acquired, as well as a replacement BBQ in the New Year. Josh
Bryant has done a magnificent job restoring the board trailer so we can now transport our gear to carnivals. Josh donated
many hours of his time to bring it back to roadworthy condition and should last the club many more years to come. Thanks also
to Shane Gee for keeping an eye over the gear and equipment shed, as well as maintaining the lawns and gardens.
I would lastly like to thank our dedicated committee for giving up their time to attend meetings, provide administration and
book keeping, make informed decisions and help keep the club afloat. Special not goes to Jane Berge for her tireless work in
the administration role, and Amanda Patch for her patience and persistence to work through the financials of the club and
getting the books in order. 2017 was a tough year with a diminishing membership base and many problems arising in relation
to club income and expenditure. 2018 will be another tough year with many challenges arising to keep the membership and
financial status of the club healthy and moving forward. Hopefully we can attract new people to take on roles within the club to
assist the existing members who do so much and dedicate so much time and effort towards the club. Together with everyone’s
effort and dedication I’m sure we can continue to thrive and prosper and ensure the ongoing success of our great little club.

Malcolm Davison
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SCHOOL SURF SPORTS LEAGUE

NAME OF SCHOOL

POINTS

PLACE

SAINTS

254

1

SAINT ANDREWS

111

2

TRINITY ANGLICAN SCHOOL

105

3

TULLY HIGH SCHOOL

72

4

SAINT STEPHENS COLLEGE

48

5

PEACE LUTHERAN COLLEGE

32

6

SMITHFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

30

7

CAIRNS SCHOOL DISTANCE ED

22

8

TRINITY BAY HIGH SCHOOL

18

9

REDLYNCE STATE SCHOOL

13

10

MOSSMAN STATE SCHOOL

6

11
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DIRECTOR OF PROPERTY & FINANCE

It is with great pleasure I present to you the NQ Branch Financial Statements for the year ending 30
April 2018. These Financial Statements have been audited by Cape Your Accounting Smithfield,
which are located in the following pages.

Bob Masters
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OUR PARTNERS AND SPONSORS

North Queensland Branch would like to thank
all the Parents, Members, Clubs, Supporters,
Officials, Trainers & Sponsors
for all your support in 2017/2018
68 Years & still going strong
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